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Frederick crossed the Oder some miles below Cus-
trin, marched right round their camp, and prepared
to hurl them into the waters in which they trusted
for defence.

The plan seems a sound one only on the supposi-
tion that Keith's opinion was ill-founded and that
the Russians would not show fight. They had much
in their favour. They were a national army, roused
to enthusiasm by the benedictions of a mob of
orthodox popes. They outnumbered the enemy
and were far better furnished with cannon. In cav-
alry, it is true, Frederick had a great advantage, but
this was discounted by the Russian formation in
dense masses, which cavalry could hardly hope to
pierce. Above all, the King provided his opponents
with the best possible argument against running
away when he left them no road by which to run.
With no alternative save drowning or suffocation,
the Russians chose to die where'they stood, but to
sell their lives dear.

These conditions made the battle fought near
Zorndorf on August 25,1758, one of the bloodiest of
the whole war. It was in great part a desperate
hand-to-hand struggle, kept up with mutual fury
until the Russians were cut to pieces. According
to the Prussian histories, Seydlitz, the matchless
dragoon, refused point-blank to obey Frederick's
order to advance on the Russian guns. When and
where needed, he replied, he would be at hand with
his men. " After the battle/' came the King's mes-
sage, "you will answer for it with your head."
"After the battle," answered the imperturbable